THE REALITY OF PROLIFERATING GUNS
IN ISRAELI CIVIL SOCIETY TODAY

Israel’s civilian sphere is undergoing a profound
transformation. Firearms are now present in
workplaces, homes, and public spaces at levels
never seen before. The rise in licensed firearms also
continues to supply criminals through trafficking
and theft. This surge disproportionately endangers
Palestinian citizens, women, and other
marginalized groups — and constricts democratic
space through fear, intimidation, and shrinking
freedom of expression.

Nearly half a million licensed civilian firearms
circulate in Israel (excluding police and military
supervised weapons)

Private gun licenses rose 334% from 2022—-
2023, and armed civilian employees increased
28% from mid-2022 to mid-2024

There is no government oversight of private
gun holders as of 2023

In recent years, gun murders have exceeded
200 annually, the proportion of Palestinian
victims climbing as high as 90%

In 2024 alone, 13 women were killed with guns
Easy access to guns enables suicides as well,
including 10 private security guards between
2022-2023




